
PIONEER INDUSTRIAL RAILWAY CO. 
1318 S. JOHANSON ROAD 
PEORIA, ILLINOIS 61607 

(309) 697-1400 
 
 
September 2, 2005 
 
 
Vernon A. Williams, Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20423 
 
 
RE:  Central Illinois Railroad Company (FD No. 34518; AB 878). 
       
 
Dear Secretary Williams: 
 
  Enclosed is a recent article concerning an accident involving the Central Illinois Railroad 

Company (“CIRY”) in Peoria, Illinois.  This article is relevant to the issues the Board is considering 

in AB-878.   

As you may recall, one of the issues raised by Pioneer Industrial Railway (“PIRY”) in F.D. 

No. 34518 and 34636, was whether or not CIRY could and would operate safely, especially if joint 

operation of the Kellar Branch with PIRY were undertaken.  By decision served February 23, 2005, 

the Board held that a joint operating agreement should be concluded before any joint operations are 

undertaken. 

No joint operating agreement was concluded and joint operations never occurred.  After the 

Board granted the City of Peoria’s Adverse Discontinuance Petition (AB-878), the Attorney for the 

City demanded that PIRY vacate the line (without any Court determination, as contemplated in the 

Board’s decision) and informed PIRY that CIRY intended to commence operations, without the 

requisite joint operating agreement (See attached letter). 

Although PIRY did not believe the City could require PIRY to vacate the Line, absent a 

Court determination that PIRY’s operating agreement had indeed expired, PIRY concluded that 

attempting to maintain physical possession of the Line would imperil public safety, and that of its 

crews.  PIRY, therefore, voluntarily vacated the Line, filed an action in State Court, as contemplated 



by the Board, and embargoed the Line to PIRY traffic (see attached letter). 

Now, CIRY’s performance, it would certainly appear, fully confirms that PIRY’s concerns 

about the safety and competence of CIRY were well-founded, and that joint operation of this line, 

with CIRY, is not feasible. 

PIRY again respectfully requests that the Board expeditiously rule on its pending petition in 

AB-878. 

 
Sincerely yours, 
 
/s/ Guy L. Brenkman 
                             
Guy L. Brenkman, CEO. 
 
 
 
 
cc:   Board 
        Thomas F. McFarland, Esq. 
       City of Peoria 
        William Mullins, Esq. 
   



 



 



 


